
 

 

 

 

 

 
January was a very busy month with a lot of learning about different festivals.  It is great to see the days getting 
brighter. I have been observing learning in classes this week and have really enjoyed seeing the children during 
their writing lessons.  It was very clear we have some fantastic imaginations at work.  Well done everyone.  
 
Enrolment 
Early Learning and Childcare enrolment takes place next week, beginning Monday 10 February 2020.   
 

To enrol your child or for any further information on completing the online form please visit 
www.highland.gov.uk/enrol. 
 

If you do not have access to the online enrolment process or have any questions please see Miss MacLeod in the 
school office. 
 
Staffing 
Mrs Third has accepted a secondment as Education Quality Improvement Manager until the summer 
holidays.  She starts her new post on Monday 10th February.   I am delighted to let you know that Mrs 
Guzowska will step up to Acting Depute again until the summer holidays.  Nursery will be part of her 
remit. 

 Mrs Harvey finishes on Friday to begin her maternity leave. Mrs C Cameron will cover P6 until we appoint 
a class teacher to teach the class until July.  We wish Mrs Harvey and her family all the best as they 
welcome their new baby into the world. 

 
 

Parent Council 
 

The next Parent Council meeting will be on Wednesday 4th March at 6.30pm.  We look forward to seeing you then. 
 
 

 The Central School 

 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/enrol


Late Arrivals 
We are experiencing a high number of late arrivals to class in the morning.  We appreciate that getting to school on 
time may be tricky however we would like to encourage you to consider the impact this has on learning for 
children. 
At the end of the day we would appreciate if children can be collected on time. Please note we have tight timetables 
for PSAs to support the children and the teachers have protected non-contact time at 2.30pm.  This means we 
cannot continually staff late collections.  We do operate an out of school club if this helps your circumstances. This 
costs £4.40 an hour. 
 
School Security 
Thank you for continuing to ensure that the gate is closed behind you so that the magnetic plates at the top of the 
gates close.  
 
Scholastic Book Fayre 
Scholastic will be visiting Central on Tuesday 10th March until Friday 13th March. 
 

Pupils will have the opportunity to view the books on Tuesday and Wednesday,  then purchase a book on the 
Thursday.  The Book Fayre will be open to parents on Thursday after school. 
 
Heating 
Last month there were a few concerns that it was a bit cold in the Wee Room in nursery. This has been raised with 
our Maintenance Team and remedial work is being identified.  In the meantime the heating is being closely 
monitored and the times have been extended to make sure the rooms are not cold. 
 
Partnership 
We have recently been in discussions with Lifescan about how we can work together to increase recycling.  We look 
forward to developing this partnership over time and to helping recycle more pens and crisp packets especially. 
 
News from: 
 
Early Learning and Childcare Centre 
In January the children have been exploring Chinese New Year.  They have learned about some Chinese 
customs.  We tasted some different Chinese foods and some children learnt how to say happy New Year in Chinese.  
The children’s interests this month have been transport and animals.  They had a visit from Miss Duncan's puppies, 
and learned about what it takes to look after puppies.  We have created a transportation chart is being every 
showing how everyone travelled to nursery.  
 
The focus for numeracy is on the properties of materials.  The children will be investigating which items can float 
and sink, during indoor and outdoor play.  We will encourage the children to use their prediction skills when 
investigating a variety of objects.  



 
Primary 1 
Primary 1 have been very busy learning all about time this week.   
The children chose their own new topic of Mythical Creatures, which they are finding very interesting. 
This week’s new sounds are ‘sh’ and ‘th’ they are known as blending sounds. 
 
Primary 2 
P2 have been busy learning all about time. We made our own clocks and have been working on o’clock and half 
past.  We have been studying The Gruffalo story and have been looking at settings and story mapping. 
We have just finished our mini topic on Chinese New Year and will now move on to some science learning about 
forces. 
 
Primary 3 
Primary 3 had an exciting trip on Monday 3rd February. They visited the Triratna Buddhist Centre in Inverness. 
During our visit we got a very warm welcome from two kind and caring ladies who practise Buddhism.  We were 
also greeted with a handmade poster as we entered through the doors welcoming us to the centre.  The pupils did a 
short meditation, made a Prayer Flag and learned about Buddhism traditions and practices. We even had time for a 
break where the adults were treated to a cup of tea and coffee and the pupils had some tasty slices of apple. We 
came away feeling nice and relaxed and ready for a busy week.  
 
This term in maths we have been working on Measure (weight and volume) and Money.  We also had a go at 
addition and subtraction using a strategy called “Bridging Through 10”.  This was quite tricky  so we will revisit 
later on in the year. We spent a few days working on “Think Boards” where the pupils were required to think of a 
number up to 20 or 100 and then use this number as their answer for five sums. They were required to show their 
workings using pictures.  
 
Primary 4A 
P4A are learning the difference between “Everyday Foods” & “Sometimes Foods”. The children are developing an 
understanding of checking food packaging to decide whether foods are healthy or unhealthy.  
The pupils have learned to multiply and divide by recording arrays as multiplication sentences and using repeated 
addition or subtraction to solve division problems.  
 
 
Primary 4B  
P4b have been developing their skills in doubling and tripling numbers as we learn about multiplication and 
division. 
In literacy we are continuing to learn about overcoming the monster stories, and we have been learning about how 
we can use dialogue and description to improve our writing. 
We have enjoyed finding out about Victorian hospitals and we were able to idenitfy similarities and differences 
between hospitals in the past and now. 



 
Primary 5 
In Primary 5 we are enjoying exploring our new topic of the Jacobites. We have been looking at  Jacobite clothing, 
housing and lifestyle. When learning about clothing, we discovered all the different tartans worn by different clans. 
We then had a chance to design our own tartan.  This has also tied in well with our Feis Rois sessions where we 
have been learning some Gaelic and more about the old way of life in Scotland through music.  
 
In maths we have moved onto learning more about fractions. We have been learning to recognise the fraction 
represented by a diagram and also finding equivalent fractions. All of our work on learning times tables is helping 
us with this a lot.    In PE we have moved onto gymnastics and are now creating our own routines. This has been a 
lot of fun!  
 
Primary 6 
Primary six have worked hard on their writing this month. We have explored Journey stories through Story Maps, 
retelling, making up and writing some really good journey stories.  
 
We also thoroughly enjoyed working with Ellie from the National Literacy Trust and Guardian Foundation.  She 
came up from London and taught us more about how to spot Fake News and how news stories are made. We had a 
fantastic morning and are looking forward to using these skills as the term continues. Ellie worked with some of the 
teachers after school as well. 
 
Primary 7 
P7 have been enjoying learning how to write effective 'Journey Tales' and create fear/suspense. We have co-
constructed texts and built up a toolkit to help us. Some of our key features are: using powerful verbs, empty words 
such as 'someone' or 'something' to keep the reader engaged, show not tell feelings, introduce a mysterious noise.  
 
Residential Trip 
Could we kindly ask for payments to be made for the residential trip please? 
P7s have been fundraising and working very hard.  You will receive a refund if you have overpaid but this will not 
be done until we have finished fundraising at the end of term as we don't know the total amount.  
Look out for our 'Beetle Drive' event and World Book Day competitions that are coming up.  
 
E-Safety 
Mr Quigley will be visiting the school on Thursday 5th March to hold an E-Safety workshop for P6 and P7 parents. 
Chromebooks will be sent home following the workshop. The workshop will take place from 1.30pm.  
 
Wearable Technology 
In teams we have been designing a new piece of ‘Wearable Technology’ for a competition that BP are running. The 
entries have been submitted this week. 
 



 
Safe, Mindful, Aspirational. 
 
This term during assemblies we will continue to promote and embed the way we are at The Central School.  We are 
Safe, Mindful and Aspirational.   
 
We enjoyed our Aspirational assembly with Provost Sarah Murray. She invited everyone to think people who inspire 
us and to think about our aspirations. 
 
 
Key dates  
 
11th February   Parent's Evenings 3.30 - 6.00pm 
 
13th February   Parent's Evenings 5.30 - 8.00pm 
 
17th and 18th February School closed for long weekend 
 
19th February    School closed for In-service  
 
5th March   World Book Day 
 
10-17th March   Scholastic Book Fayre 
 
16-20th March   Stay, Play and Learn this week in ELC 
 
20th March   Open afternoon P1 - P7  1:30 - 2:20pm 
 
27th March   School closes for Easter break 
 
14th April   School re-opens at 9am 
 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
The Central School Team 
 
 
 


